
The Origins of Diversity
in the U.S.



In 1492, Christopher Columbus (an Italian) set sail across the
Atlantic Ocean in search of the Indies (under the Spanish flag).

•Believing he had landed in India he
named the native people there
Indians.

•Columbus actually landed on an
island south of North America,
known as San Salvador.



Early Interactions 
Among the Groups

• The explorations and settlements of the
English and the Spanish often led to violent
conflicts with the First Americans.

• The Indians lost their traditional territories
and fell victim to disease carried from
Europe



Questions to Ponder

The U.S. was not the only place where native 
people were treated badly by settlers from 
other countries. 

Describe any other cases you know.



The Development of Slavery

• The growth of a plantation based 
agricultural economy in the South 
of America required a large supply 
of cheap labor.



African American



Differences between northern and southern states:

__________ 
economy
industrial

free

__________ 
economy

agricultural

“_____ states”
“_____ states”slave



• Abraham Lincoln is 
elected  President of 
the United States.  

• He had spoken out 
strongly against the 
spread of slavery, and 
hoped that one day it 
would end.



South Carolina Secedes
• Shortly after the election of Lincoln, South 

Carolina seceded from the Union.  Some other 
states soon followed.



A New Country Formed

• Together these states formed a new country 
called the Confederate States of America.  They 
elected Jefferson Davis as President.

• The Civil War began….



After four bloody years of civil war, 

the South was defeated.



EFFECTS OF CIVIL WAR

• creation of a single unified country
• abolition of slavery
• U.S. now an industrial nation
• a stronger sense of nationalism



It’s time to work out...

Work in a group of two or three, and answer 
the following question.

• What are the effects of the Civil War in the 
U.S. now? Provide some relevant examples..

Good luck.



A Country of Immigrant



First Period
(by 1776)

• Slaves

• Indentured servants 
–agree to work on a plantation for 4-7 

years in exchange for their passage 
from Europe

– from England, Scotland, and 
Ireland



Second Period
(1820 – 1875)

• 1840-50 : Irish Potato Famine – mostly Irish 
Catholics come

• Chinese labor (Gold in California and Railways)



Third Period
(1875 – 1920)

• From every part of the world

• 1921: quota system ended in 1964

• national origin quota:  limit the number of 
immigrant aliens of any nationality to 3% of 
the foreign-born persons in 1910 census. 
Western Hemisphere was exempted from 
these restrictions.



Fourth Period
(1965 – now)

• From every part of the world based on their 
skills



Question to ponder

Why do you think most people immigrate to 
the U.S. today?



Question to ponder …

Do you know of other countries where 
immigrants have experienced problems? 
Explain where the immigrants came from, why 
they weren’t welcome, and what problem(s) 
they had. 



Thank you


